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Dear Mount Bethel Community,  

As the 2021-2022 school year starts to wind down, I have had time to reflect on the 

school year and all the great things that we were able to accomplish together. 

Through your generous donations and the hard work and dedication of the Founda-

tion, we were able to ensure that any learning gaps from last year were identified, 

supported, and successfully handled by our amazing staff! The MBESF provided on-

going support to the school through: Orton Gillingham Reading, Orton Gillingham 

Math, Learning Lab support, Kagan Cooperative Learning, the Turf Field, 

STEAM Assistant Melissa Pumpian, Technology Coordinator Shawn Lieth, 5th 

grade organizational classes, and the J. Serravallo Reading & Writing Strate-

gies Resource. 

During the year, we took on several new initiatives that the Foundation was ready 

and willing to support: SPIRE Decodable Readers, iPads for Learning Lab & 

Learning Commons, Generation Genius, Blast Off to Reading, MBTV Updates, 

Sensory Hallway, Dyslexia Endorsement for Teachers (Cohort Tuition), Acadi-

ence Reading, Digital Assessment Tool and Benchmark Assessment Books, 

and a Speech Grant (Playground Signs & Classroom Technology). 

I continue to be amazed at the support of the Mt. Bethel community and the Founda-

tion. The opportunities provided to the school, staff, and students are second to 

none! The last two years have certainly presented challenges like we have never 

seen, and I cannot imagine achieving the level of success we have without all of you!  

The Cobb County School District Mission is: One Team, One Goal, Student Suc-

cess. The Mt. Bethel Foundation is a shining example of these words. Together we 

work as One Team to ensure ALL our students achieve success each and every 

day!  

I thank you for all your support and everything you 

do for our awesome school!  

Tucker Smith, Principal  
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Dear Parents, 
 
The MBES Foundation recently asked teachers to fill out a short sur-
vey. We wanted to know how often our work as a Foundation impacts 
our school, and the response was overwhelming. Really, these com-
ments are meant for youïthe parents who financially support our 
school through donations to the Foundationôs annual Patron 
Drive. Please enjoy these direct quotes from teachers; you as donors 
deserve the thanks! 
 
Ý Thank you so much for all you do for the students and teachers at 
Mt Bethel! 

Ý [Technology Coordinator Shawn Lieth] is always willing to tackle 
any problem and allows me to teach! 

Ý If Shawn werenôt here, we would have to wait weeks for help! 
Ý Itôs hard to choose just 3!! (in reference to the 3 improvements that 
are most beneficial) 

Ý [STEAM Assistant Melissa Pumpian] makes it possible for our stu-
dents to participate in activities that make learning fun, hands-on, 
and accessible to all students. 

Ý I am very appreciative of the OG trainings! It has been the best 
training Iôve had in years! Thank you! 

Ý From the bottom of my heart, as an educator, thank you for train-
ing teachers, supporting us, and making this school able to contin-
ue being the best. 

Ý Thank you for all you do to make our school a wonderful place to 
teach and learn. 

 
As a Foundation, we thank you, the parents, for supporting our stu-
dents and teachers and trusting us to direct your financial sup-
port. After all, we are merely stewards of your donations, steering the 
funding you provide to those who benefit from it: the students and 
teachers. 
  
Kelly Wilkins & Stephanie Wood 
Mt. Bethel Elementary School Foundation Co-Presidents 

OUR MISSION 

The Mt. Bethel Elementary School Foundation (MBESF) is an educational, non-profit public foundation 

established in 1994 to provide resources to enhance Mt. Bethelôs ability to create rich educational experi-

ences for all students. Thanks to donations from parents, staff, and friends of Mt. Bethel Elementary 

School, the Foundation has been able to provide almost $1.7 million back to the school since 1994. The 

Foundation is committed to ENRICH, EMPOWER, AND EXCEL every childôs education. 
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STEP UP FOR  

OG Math  
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Mt. Bethel STEPPED UP and provided the 
following for the 2021-22 school year: 

¶ Orton Gillingham Training (Math & Phonics) 

¶ Sensory Hallway 

¶ Subscription to Generation Genius 

¶ MBTV Grant 

¶ Jennifer Serravallo Reading and Writing Strategies 
Books 

¶ iPads for Learning Commons/Learning Lab 

¶ Dyslexia EndorsementïTeacher Training Tuition 

¶ Decodable Readers 

¶ Speech Classroom Technology & Playground 
Signs 

¶ Acadience Learning Assessment 

¶ Blast Off to Reading Grant 

61%
27%

5%

4%

4%

2021-2022 Foundation Expenditures 

School Approved Grants

Instructor Salaries & Supplies /
STEM Support
Turf Reserves and Expenses

FACT Expenses

Operating Expenses and Patron
Drive Support

55%

1%

25%

19%

2021-2022 Foundation Revenue 

Total Patron Drive Revenue
Available

Sponsorship, Amazon Smiles, and
Bank Interest

FACT Programs and STEAM Nights

Excess Cash from Prior Year

2021-2022 Revenue 

Fiscal Year End July 31, 2022* 

 

TOTAL 2020 DRIVE   $119,056 

Sponsorship, Interest,   $1,778 

Amazon Smiles    

FACT Programs & STEAM Nights $54,058 

Excess Cash from 2020  $41,650 

ðððððððððððððððððððð 

TOTAL REVENUE   $216, 541 

*Projected Year-end Statement of Funding 

2021-2022 Expenditures 

Fiscal Year End July 31, 2022* 

 

Educational Expenditures  $56,032 

     Instructor Salaries/STEM Support  

School Grants           $127,000 

Total Educational Expenditures $183,031 

 

Turf Reserves & Expenses  $9,965 

FACT Expenses   $8,218 

Operating Expenses   $8,344 

ðððððððððððððððððððð 

TOTAL Expenditures  $209,559 

*Projected Year-end Statement of Expenditures 
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During the month of October, the Foundation holds its an-
nual Patron Drive, a time when families, staff, and friends of 
Mt. Bethel donate generously to the Foundation. The Pa-
tron Drive is our only fundraiser and is so successful be-

cause donors know that each and every dollar raised goes 
directly towards improving their childôs education at Mt. 
Bethel. The Foundation offers family and classroom incen-
tives as a thank you for donating to your childôs education 
and enhancement of Mt. Bethel Elementary. 

 

MBES FAMILY INCENTIVES 

Ý $1+: Car Magnet 

Ý $125 (per student): Name entered into a 
drawing for Principal of the Day with Mr. 
Smith 

Ý $1,000+: Private tour of the school  

 

CLASS & TEACHER INCENTIVES 

Ý Each class with 80% or more donation partici-

pation, in any amount, enjoyed a scavenger 

hunt followed by a popsicle party. 

Ý Classroom at each grade level with the highest 

percentage of families donating $125+ was  

entered in a drawing to name the Mt. Bethel 

street sign. 

Ý Each teacher with 80% participation or higher 
received an insulated tumbler. 
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FACT programs, or Foundation After-School Club Times, are enrichment programs for kids in 
grades K-5. Many of the clubs are run by our very own Mt. Bethel teachers! 

Since their implementation, FACT club options have grown each year, and we now have over 20 
clubs in various interests. There is truly a club for everyone from sports to STEM, music, and 
theater! 

Not only do our FACT clubs provide exceptional enrichment opportunities for our Buccaneers, 
but each FACT club gives a portion of their tuition back to the Foundation. 

This year, Mt Bethel FACT clubs gave back over $50,000 to the Foundation! This money 
went right back to ensuring our students have the best technology and educational resources 
available. 

Many thanks to our Clubs for offering such exceptional opportunities to truly enrich, empower, 
and excel our Buccaneers! 

And we have more exciting news! Terri Powe is the newest member of our team. Terri is our 

FACT Monitor who makes sure FACT Clubs are running smoothly after school. Terri lives in 

East Cobb with her husband and two sons. She enjoys running, reading, cheering on the Auburn 

Tigers, and everything outdoors. She looks forward to seeing the kids' smiling faces at Mt. Beth-

el daily. "This has been a rewarding and fun experience with all of the kids in FACT Clubs," she 

says. 
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Thanks to the Mount Bethel Foundation, all third graders were given a sub-
scription to the ñBlast Off to Reading!ò program! This program comes with 50 
Orton-Gillingham based lessons. Each teacher received a slide presentation 
with over 1500 slides to enrich each lesson. Students received their own copy 
of the Blast Off to Reading color workbook with short exercises and word lists. 
Along with the workbook, students have access to the Blast Off App which con-
tains phonetic tool, games, online phonics flash cards, and a dictation that en-
courages independent work. 

The Blast Off to Reading program reinforces the OG skills that our students 
have been learning since kindergarten. 

It is helping improve and grow our studentsô reading and spelling skills. Stu-
dents have been engaged and working hard through the lessons. To quote a 
few students when asked about what they think about this program: 

 

- 

 

Laura Ferguson, 3rd Grade Teacher 

�³�,�W���O�H�W�V���P�H���E�H��
come a strong 
�U�H�D�G�H�U�´ 

�³�,�W���L�V���V�K�R�U�W��
and easy 
�W�R���I�R�O�O�R�Z�´ 

�³�,�W���K�D�V���U�H��
ally fun ac-
�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�´ 


